Wethersfield Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Harbor Management Commission
Minutes - Thursday, October 27, 2011

The meeting was held at the William J. Pitkin ComityuCenter and called to order by Chairperson Tom
Ragonese at 7:15 p.m. Members present were Chsorpédom Ragonese, Dan Silbo, Tom Pentalow and
Richard Lepore. Also present were Mike Hurley, @@ULiaison, Kathleen Bagley, Director of Parkslan
Recreation, Marty Sitler, Recreation Supervisor @hdrlie Forsdick, Acting Harbormaster.

A. Public Comments.
Chairperson Ragonese opened the public irdtbom session on the Draft Harbor Management Rian a
welcomed about 25 members of the public to the #alyi Parks and Recreation Board/Harbor
Management Commission meeting. He introduced KB#nyley, Parks and Recreation Director, and asked
her to explain why the town established a Harbondgement Commission. Ms. Bagley told the audience
that this commission was established to put a Havtamagement Plan in place and oversee the opesatio
of the Wethersfield Cove. With this commission atah, the town has a much stronger standing amd ca
receive greater support when working with State leedieral agencies like the Army Corps of Engineers,
State Department of Transportation and the Stapai®ent of Environmental Protection. It will
demonstrate the town’s commitment to managing aatkgting the resources of the Wethersfield Cowk an
greatly enhance the town’s opportunities to recénancial support (grants) and other support for
maintaining and improving our valuable asset asduece.

Ms. Bagley introduced Charlie Forsdick and noteat tie is the acting Harbormaster. He explainethta
has been working with the Parks and Recreatiofh asad volunteer maritime consultant on the develenqt
of the plan. Ms. Bagley gave a brief presentatinrthe draft plan. She explained that the draft pédlows
the State of Connecticut Model Municipal Harbor Mgament Plan and this draft incorporated infornmatio
unique to Wethersfield. Staff researched otherroamity plans including the Town of Chester and @ity

of Middletown. The plan describes existing cormfit at the Cove, identifies harbor managementsssue
and goals, and establishes policies for use in @dtering the plan. Ms. Bagley noted that thidtdoéan

was made available to individuals prior to the rnmgpt Copies are available at the back of the ro&he
then briefly reviewed the plan. (Attached to mes)t

Chairperson Ragonese opened the meetingestiqns and comments from the public.

1. Ballou Tooker asked for clarification people living aboard their boats. Mr. Forsdick\pded further

information to him.

2. Roger Fabian asked about public acceitetarea and had a concern with privacy issugsrenoring

rights for the residents bordering@we. Mr. Forsdick explained that homeowners bandethe
Cove had riparian rights to allow them to moor tthigiats and people could not trespass on their
property.

3. Steve Randall asked questions about vadspscts of the plan and gave his copy of the pltn
markups to staff for review and inclusion in thaftiplan. He talked about riparian rights, the A&rm
Corps of Engineers dredging the channel and fedsoaters.

4. Lee Standish was concerned about the lggguathe ordinance establishing the Harbor Managgem
Commission as it applied to the areas under thasdiction. The language reads “The Harbor
Management Commission shall have jurisdiction witihie area located in or contiguous to the waters
of the town as delimited by the jurisdiction of fhewn Council and bounded by the projection of the
boundary line of neighboring towns.” He askeddiarification on the word “contiguous”. Staff will
review this concern. Mr. Forsdick suggested thitword may not be appropriate in this situation.

5. Ed Mitchell discussed items #13 &14.wHwill the town improve the water quality and prdgimore
access for fishing? Ms. Bagley explained thas¢hems are goals and the town will continue tokwo
with the MDC for better water quality. The new ®qatan calls for leaving one of the old docks for
fishing.

6. Dennis Walter suggested replacing thede/get ski with personal watercraft.
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7. Dan DeCourcy asked about the town miimig existing facilities at the Cove. He does fesl the
town takes care of the Cove, emptiebage cans when full, or is a good neighbor.

8. Joe Segart asked about information erhtgh water mark and who determines it. Mr. Fizksd
explained that this mark is set by the Army CorpEmrgineers. It is not influenced by flood conaliits.

9. Jim Harris asked if the plan will beieved on an annual basis. Chairperson Ragonesaireeqg that
it is one of the responsibilities of the Harbor Mgement Commission to review the plan annually.

10. Gail Fabian asked if lights would be @fistd for night activities. Ms. Bagley reportectmo lights are
planned for the park.

Residents asked about more information on the paumbgart approved by the town for the Cove boating
operation. Ms. Bagley explained that this ca# @ortable pump out for boats sanitary waste. CHnewill
be located near the attendant’s shed and will beeld and fenced if necessary. The cart will elable
on weekends for use by boaters. The cart willlbar=d out by a contractor as often as necessary.
Other residents asked that the languagedamet! up around the biological habitat informa#iod to
include information on paddle sports, ADA access fighing.

Mr. Forsdick explained the work currentlytgiundertaken by the Army Corps of Engineers togeehe
channel. Ms. Bagley provided information on thargrithe town submitted to the State and Federal
government for the new docks and additional moaringhe Cove. At this time, 8:40 p.m., residdrdd
no further questions.

Chairperson Ragonese thanked the public for tregirgipation in this meeting. Staff will take #&tle input
and develop a second draft to be reviewed by thiedldManagement Commission. The draft will then be
sent to the State for their review and approvalfarally to the Town Council for their approval.

B. Minutes — September 22, 2011.
Dan Silbo moved to approve the minutes of Septer@BeP011. The motion was seconded by Tom
Pentalow and approved unanimously.

C. Monthly Report — September 2011.
The Monthly Report was reviewed by Board members.

D. Letters and Announcements.
E. Old Business.
F. New Business.

G. Board Member Comments.
1. Basketball Registration.
Tom Pentalow reported that signups haadest. They have approximately 500 students sigped
from second grade to high school.
2. Soccer fields.
Dan Silbo reported that the fields haketaa beating with the weather and use. Ms. Bagk@lained
that the maintenance staff will overseed and hallftelds to get them ready for spring use.
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3. Lights at High School Football Field.

Dan Silbo reported that many people aending the night games for high school sports.réteived a
report from a PTA meeting that the entrance areadaak for a game. Ms. Bagley will check into this
issue. There is additional lighting in that ared & is possible it was not turned on. She vathind

high school staff about the location of light swigs for night games. Ms. Bagley reported thathstte

a request from the Eagles Youth Football programotd a night game. She explained that she did not
grant the request because the town gave the higiokthe use of the lights for this season. Atehd

of this season, staff will evaluate all factors i@tding games under the lights with the high stisteff
and set up a procedure for youth sports for need@® Chairperson Ragonese suggested each youth
group get one Saturday night game under the lights.

. High School Facility Referendum.

Mike Hurley told board members that thevildCouncil will be setting a date in the spring floe
referendum to renovate the High School facility

H. Harbor Management Commission.

1. Harbor Management Plan.

Chairperson Ragonese noted that the public cortsnoernthe plan were very good. These comments
will be incorporated into the plan. A second draift be mailed to members for their review. Ms.
Rachel LeClair sent an email to Ms. Bagley with theughts on the plan. Chairperson Ragonese
distributed a copy of her suggestions to commissiembers. They are attached to the minutes.

. Harbormaster Appointments.

Acting Harbormaster, Charlie Forsdick, repottieat the governor’s staff is still working on the
appointments for Harbormaster and Deputy Harbormnasthairperson Ragonese reported that he sent
a letter to the governor supporting Mr. ForsdickHiarbormaster.

. Status of Cove Improvement Projects.

Ms. Bagley reported that the grant has been subanitt the Federal government for the new docks and
moorings at the Cove. The permit process for theksl is waiting on the state government to reviesv t
soil samples. The Acting Harbormaster has beekingmwith the Yacht Club to remove their moorings
from the Cove. He was able to work with them aetdly moorings pulled. He has two left and is
working on a plan to get them removed.

. Wethersfield Cove Yacht Club Dock Expansion.

Acting Harbormaster, Charlie Forsdick, explaitethe commission that the Yacht Club is develg@n
plan for dock expansion. They will be bringingatthis commission for their review.

Motion to Adjourn.
A motion was made by Richard Lepore andséed by Tom Pentalow to adjourn the meeting at
9:45 p.m. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathleen A. Bagley, Director
Parks & Recreation Department



